Decision 2/2008

Decision of the Director of ECDC on the Centre’s Copyright policy/
Copyright licensing policy/ Copyright notice

1. Copyright policy and copyright licensing policy for ECDC Public
Documents
The ECDC has copyright in the documents that it produces; those categorised as
'Public' are made available to the public either as hard copies or electronically. The
copyright notice attached to ECDC documents states that reproduction of the
document is permitted for non-commercial use only and provided the source is
acknowledged. Any person or company wishing to reproduce and/or distribute such a
document for commercial purposes must request a licensing agreement from the
ECDC.
(A) Non-commercial reproduction
Reproduction and/or distribution of a whole or part of an ECDC public document is
permitted provided that:




The ECDC is acknowledged as the source of the document in the material
reproduced and/or distributed.
The reproduction is for non-commercial use only (e.g. recopying of material to
individual 3rd parties for their personal information only).
Any 3rd party receiving the material is informed that these conditions also
apply to them and that they must comply with these conditions.

(B) Commercial Reproduction
As a general rule, any reproduction and/or distribution of an ECDC public document
carried out in the course of a business/professional activity (whether or not carried out
for profit) will be regarded as commercial reproduction. This is the case for example
of reproduction of documents for use/dissemination in connection with public
conferences, commercial training programmes, papers, journal articles…
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Applications for licensing of ECDC public documents for commercial use and the
granting of copyright licences will be considered on a case-by-case basis. A request
containing full details of the proposed reproduction should be sent to ECDC- Health
Communication Unit.
Where commercial reproduction concerns inclusion of ECDC public documents in a
publication (whether in paper or electronic format), a copyright licence may, where
appropriate (e.g. for reasons of inclusion of multiple documents or large scale
reproduction and/or distribution), be granted by means of a formal agreement. In other
cases (e.g. individual requests to translate a single document, one-off requests for
limited reproduction of documents for use as training materials), any copyright
licence will normally be granted by means of a letter of permission from the ECDC.
A separate licence is required per publication; a single title distributed in different
formats is treated as more than one publication. Thus if a title is available both in
paper format and on CD-ROM, two separate licences will be required.
In principle licences granted by the ECDC will be royalty-free.

Standard Formal Licence Agreement (see annex 1)

The period of a standard licence is one year beginning on the date of signature of the
agreement.
The licence covers all public documents (within the type(s)/group(s) licensed)
published by the ECDC during the one-year term of the contract. However, previously
published documents (i.e. those dating from 1995 up to the date of signature of the
agreement) may also be licensed if requested.

All licensees will get documents in electronic format only (download from website or
sent by email).

Under the terms of the standard agreement, the licensee must deliver to the ECDC,
free of all taxes and delivery charges, five complementary copies of the work, for
ECDC's use, or give ECDC complementary access to their on-line service, as
appropriate.
This policy will be published on the ECDC website
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2. Copyright and Licensing policy for Eurosurveillance journal
Eurosurveillance is a leading independent European scientific journal devoted to the
epidemiology, surveillance, prevention and control of communicable diseases, published
by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). The online journal
is also available in a quarterly print edition, which compiles material from the monthly
and weekly releases.

In order to enable reproduction and distribution of these documents ECDC needs
confirmation of the copyright situation of the document and agreement from the
copyright holders (in principle the authors).
To this effect authors are requested to accept the terms of the “agreement with
Authors” (link) by returning it signed at the time they send their contribution/article.
ECDC accepts a signed PDF document sent by email.
This policy will be published on the Eurosurveillance website.
3. Copyright notice on ECDC website
In line with the policy described here before, it shall be as follows:
© European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC),
Except where otherwise stated, reproduction of documents/information for personal
use (i.e. for educational purposes, research, private study or internal circulation
within an organisation) or for further non-commercial dissemination to end users is
authorised subject to the condition that appropriate acknowledgement is given to the
ECDC and to the source.
Reproduction for commercial purposes is subject to the conclusion of a licence
agreement with ECDC. Applications should be addressed in writing to ECDC- Health
Communication Unit.

Done on 11 January 2008
Zsuzsanna JAKAB
Director of ECDC
Includes 2 Annexes :
Annex 1- Model of Licence Agreement
Annex 2- Agreement with Authors (ECDC/Eurosurveillance)
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Annex 1

Licence Agreement for ECDC public documents
Permission (as stated in general terms and conditions, Annex to this licence
agreement) is given for the use of the following ECDC publication:
[title of ECDC publication] in [title of Licensee’s publication]

Between

THE ECDC

represented for the purpose of the signature of this Agreement by
Mr Karl EKDAHL, Head of Unit,

and

THE [full name of company]
[full postal address of company]
(hereinafter called 'the Licensee')
represented by [Mr/Ms/Dr/Prof./…] [first name, name], [title/position]

Done in two originals
in [name of place]
on ……………………………………
For the Licensee

in Stockholm
on ………………………………
For the ECDC

____________________________
________________________
_____
[first name, name]
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General terms and conditions
1.

Except where otherwise stated, and subject to the conditions hereinafter
specified, the ECDC hereby grants to the Licensee a non-exclusive free of
charge licence to download from the ECDC website —( http://
www.ecdc.europa.eu ) —, to publish and to further disseminate, for
commercial purposes, throughout the world, in whole or in part, in all editions,
forms and media (hereinafter called ‘the Product(s)’), the original language
editions of the ECDC public documents and information (hereinafter called ‘the
Information’) displayed on ECDC website.

2.

For redissemination of third-party textual or artistic material (illustrations,
photos, audio, video, etc.) appearing in the Information, and identifiable as such,
permission must be sought directly from the copyright holder(s).

3.

This Agreement is concluded for an initial period of one (1) year beginning on
the date of its signature by the ECDC. It shall be tacitly renewed for an
undetermined period unless either party gives written notice of termination to
the other party three (3) months before expiry of the initial period. It may not be
otherwise modified except by further formal Agreement in writing between the
parties.
Either party may terminate the Agreement any time after the initial period
subject to three (3) months' notification in writing. In case of termination, no
compensation whatsoever may be claimed by either party.

4.

The Licensee undertakes:
— to print at a suitably prominent place on the Product(s) the appropriate
acknowledgement of the copyright holder of the Information and the source
as follows (translated into the relevant language):
[title of the Information],
© European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
Source: www. ecdc.europa.eu,
— not to make any changes of substance to the existing texts of the Information
or the illustrations contained therein without the express permission given
by the ECDC in writing;
— include the date of the publication in question, if applicable;
— with effect from receipt of written notification, to cease immediately further
disseminating any Information for which the ECDC reasonably believes
there may be a violation of third-party intellectual property rights.

5.

The Licensee shall take the entire responsibility for the Product(s), and the
ECDC shall accept no responsibility for the consequences arising from any
improper use thereof, or any action taken by the Licensee’s customers.

6.

The ECDC may not be held responsible, and the Licensee may not claim
damages, in case of disruption of ECDC website.

7.

The Licensee may not assign the rights and benefits conferred by this
Agreement without the written approval of the ECDC.
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8.

Should the Licensee violate any of the terms of this Agreement and not rectify
such violation within one (1) month of having received written notice to do so
by registered letter sent to him at his address given at the head of this
Agreement, the licence hereby granted shall forthwith lapse, and all rights
conveyed by it shall without further notice revert to the ECDC.

10.

The rights and liabilities of the parties, in so far as they are not expressly
covered by this Agreement, shall be established according to the law of Sweden,
and any dispute, whether as to the express terms of this Agreement or otherwise,
shall be determined by the courts of Stockholm.
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Annex 2
Agreement with Authors
Article title:_____________________________________________________________
[The organisation/expert/scientist (hereinafter called 'the Author') providing the
Eurosurveillance editorial team with information/documents for publication in the
Eurosurveillance (website and print format) shall accept the following terms and
conditions:]
1. The Author warrants to the European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control/Eurosurveillance that the information/document is original to himself [herself]
and is not a violation or infringement of any existing copyright or licence or of any other
right of any other person or party whatsoever, and that it contains nothing libellous,
defamatory, obscene or in any other way unlawful or misleading.
2. The Author cedes to the European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control/Eurosurveillance
the
non-exclusive
publication
rights
of
the
information/document, for dissemination throughout the world, for the full legal term of
copyright, in whole or in part, in all editions, forms and media, and in any language, as
well as the right itself further to license reproduction/translation thereof by third parties
for commercial dissemination.
3. Should the information/document contain any third-party textual, graphic, artistic or
other material, the Author guarantees that he has obtained prior permission from the
copyright holder(s) entitling him to grant the rights referred to in paragraph 2 above.
4. The Author authorises the European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control/Eurosurveillance to accordingly adapt or modify the information/document
whenever technically or graphically necessary.
5. If the copyright on the information/document is owned by several co-authors, the
Author hereby declares to have obtained the previous consent of such co-authors to act on
their behalf and assign to ECDC the rights listed in paragraph 2 above.
6. The Author accepts that the European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control/Eurosurveillance may not be held responsible for the timing of availability of the
information/document on the Eurosurveillance website or for disruption of service, or for
any improper use of the information/document by third parties.
I, the Author, acting in my name and on behalf of the co-authors, confirm that I accept the
terms set out above.
Done on:
Signed (name of signatory):

Name in print:
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