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Going back in time from 2016 

 

For the next five minutes or so, I would like to do a little mind game with you. 

Try to imagine that we are hopping into a time machine and travel to the year 2016. 

So we are now five years in the future, and we are just about to start the 13th Meeting of the National Microbiology 
Focal Points  

 

Dear colleagues and friends; members of the National Microbiology Focal points network and of the Advisory 

Forum. 

I am happy to see so many of you among us today and would like to welcome you to Stockholm and to ECDC. 

This is the very first time we organise a joint session with the National Microbiology Focal point and the 

Advisory Forum members.  

 

Public Health Microbiology in Europe:  
A vision statement for 2016  

Joint session 8th National Microbiology Focal Points & Advisory Forum  
Stockholm, 28 September 2011 
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Together we can now look back at our achievements and milestones since the creation of the network of National 

Microbiology Focal Points in 2007. 

Public health microbiology in Europe since 
the creation of our network
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So what did we achieve during the past nine years?  

Achievements since 2007: support to EU 
public health microbiology system

By 2016, ECDC 
facilitates the 
operation and fosters 
the development of 
an efficient public 
health 
microbiology 
system capable of 
providing timely and 
reliable information 
for infectious disease 
prevention and 
control at Member 
State and EU levels.

4Illustration: wikimedia.org  
 

We have managed to create a system capable of providing timely and reliable information for infectious disease 
prevention and control at Member State and EU levels and 

A public health microbiology system where ECDC has been facilitating its operation and fostered its development. 

Let me also give you a more concrete example of our achievements back in 2011.  
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An example of our achievements in 2011 

New Delhi Metallo-beta-lactamase
(NDM-1): reported cases in Europe, 
March 2011 

5Source: ECDC Tech report, 14 Sept 2011 and Euro Surveill 2010;15(46); pii: 19716 
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A health threat emerged in 2010 in the EU, due to global spread of new mechanisms of extensive drug resistance 
like the New Delhi Metallo-beta- lactamase (NDM-1) in bacterial pathogens.  

By 2011, 13 EU countries reported NDM-1 cases; at that time only 16 countries had guidance for laboratory 
detection, 14 offered reference laboratory confirmation and 12 required case notification. 

An ECDC risk assessment reviewed effective practices for detection and control of these resistant bacteria, which 
produce carbapenemases.  

Using Twitter in 2011 

You may also recall that in 2011, I was very active on Twitter. 

Twitter was highly fashionable at the time, as I am sure you remember.. 

And I can still recall tweeting about this report on carbapenemase-producing enterobacteriaceae in September 
2011. 

6Photo: Movie still from "The Time Machine" (1960) with Rod Taylor
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Today, this antimicrobial threat has been successfully contained across the EU thanks to enhanced detection 
capacity and coordinated control measures. 

New Delhi Metallo-beta-lactamase
(NDM-1): reported cases in Europe, 
March 2016

7Map: ECDC
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EU-wide laboratory networks in 2011 

Already in 2011, ECDC operated several disease-specific laboratory networks in Europe. 

These networks supported the EU by enhancing surveillance, monitoring and responding to threats – even though 
the system could be improved, for instance for identification of new pathogens.  

 

Vaccine 
preventable 
(measles, 
mumps, 
rubella, etc.)

Foodborne
diseases

Invasive 
bacterial 
diseases

Sexually transmitted 
diseases, bloodborne 
infections, HIV 

Antimicrobial resistance 
and hospital-acquired 
infections

Unknown

Respiratory 
diseases 
(Legionella, 
influenza, 
tuberculosis)

Emerging 
viruses, high 
threat 
pathogens

EU-wide laboratory networks in 
2011

ECDC currently operates several European-wide disease-specific microbiology reference laboratory networks.

Added
value for
Europe
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Laboratory networks in 2016 

• State-of-the art 
diagnostics and 
electronic notification 
system

• Centralised genomic 
typing databases 

• Rapid laboratory alert 
system to stop 
epidemics at an early 
stage

• EU preparedness, 
laboratory 
coordination and 
epidemic support 
among Member 
States

• EU reference 
laboratory services

Laboratory networks: 
What do we have today (2016)

Added
value for
Europe
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We can be proud to have achieved major advances in developing a highly alert, well coordinated and responsive 
EU system of laboratory networks. 

This is a network for human pathogens across the EU, which can provide the following services:  

Today’s agenda 

Agenda of the 13th Meeting of the National 
Microbiology Focal Points, 2016

• Pilot of weekly 
reporting and cluster 
mapping of whole 
genome sequences 
of STEC from 
humans and food in 
the EU

• GIS dashboard of 
measles and other 
morbilliviruses from 
humans and animal 
reservoirs

• Real-time map and 
cross-border alerts of 
multidrug-resistant 
genes and clones in 
the EU (animal and 
human)

Source: Google; Grundmann (2010) PLoS Med 7(1): e100.
 

 

Today at the 13th Meeting of the National Microbiology Focal Points, the agenda will address three public health 
microbiology breakthroughs for epidemic intelligence and surveillance of infectious diseases: (read bullet points) 

Let us now proceed with today’s meeting. 

Thank you! 


