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Overview
Antimicrobial resistance

New 5-year EU Action plan against AMR

Co-operation with the US: 
Trans Atlantic Task Force on AMR

Innovative Medicines Initiative

Joint programming on AMR

Prevention and control of healthcare associated infections

Council Recommendation - 9 June 2009

The Council Recommendation recommends that Member States 
…

The Council Recommendation invites the European Commission 
to …

Implementation of the Council Recommendation

Conclusions and next steps
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Antimicrobial resistance
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New 5-year EU Action plan against AMR
Adopted & published on 17.11.11
Objective

reinforce measures currently in place and
introduce a new set of rigorous measures against AMR 

Scope  
Horizontal approach addressing all sectors

Aims to 
Ensure appropriate use 

Strengthen the implementation of the Recommendation on prudent use
Support implementation of prescription only requirements
Support education & training programmes
Strengthen surveillance
Strengthen prevention & control of AMR in long term care facilities

Introduce effective measures to prevent microbial infections and their spread 
1st implementation report on Recommendation on HCAI and follow-up on conclusions

Develop effective antimicrobials or alternatives for treatment 
Innovative medicine initiative – PPP to support development of new antibiotics

International cooperation
Follow-up on TATFAR

Reinforce R&D
FP8 and Joint Programming Initiative
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Co-operation with the US: 
Trans Atlantic Task Force on AMR

Set up following the Nov. 2009 EU-US summit
Focus: 

prevention of drug-resistant infections, 
appropriate drug use, and 
improving drug development

Issued this September 17 recommendations for 
mutually beneficial co-operation in these areas
Workshop on diagnostic tests on 28/29 
September 2011 – summary to be published 
soon. 
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Innovative Medicines Initiative
IMI = an EU Public Private Partnership supporting drug 
development process

IMI & AMR

Already €14.5 million for project to improve rapid point-of-care 
tests for appropriate use of antibiotics

New objective: combine public & private resources for new 
antimicrobials

Large collaborative research programme to develop new antibiotics 
under preparation 

Large and small companies, academics & the wider antimicrobial 
research community to be involved
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Pulls together national research efforts
Objectives

Coordination of national research activities
Development of a common vision and strategic research 
agenda
Implementation of joint activities

Funding
EU level funding ~5% 
National funding ~95%

17 European countries involved
For adoption by end 2011

Joint Programming Initiative on AMR
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Conclusions and next steps
15 Nov 2011: Adoption of Commission 
Communication outlining a 5-year EU Action 
plan against AMR

Sept 2011: TATFAR report with
recommendations for future collaboration
between US and EU

IMI: important new focus on development of 
antibiotics

End 2011: Adoption of Joint Programming
Initiative on AMR 
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Prevention and control of
healthcare associated infections
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Council Recommendation - 9 June 2009
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Adopt and implement a strategy, pursuing:
1. Implement prevention and control measures at national/regional level to 

support the containment of HCAIs

2. Enhance infection prevention and control at level of healthcare institutions

3. Establish/strengthen active surveillance systems

4. Foster education and training of healthcare workers

5. Information to patients by healthcare institutions

6. Support research

Establish intersectoral mechanism or equivalent systems for 
implementation of the strategy

Report to the Commission on the progress of the 
implementation of this recommendation by 9 June 2011

The Council Recommendation recommends 
that Member States …



12

Produce, by 9 June 2012, an implementation report to 
the Council assessing impact of this Recommendation, on 
the basis of the information provided by Member States, […]

The implementation report will:

Measure the progress made

Analyse whether the recommended measures work effectively

Identify areas for further action

The Council Recommendation invites the 
European Commission to …
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15 April 2011: Commission sent an online
questionnaire to the Member States on the 
implementation of the Council Recommendation, 
including questions on the progress of having in place:

a national strategy and action plan, including
indicators to assess their implementation

an inter-sectoral coordinating mechanism or
equivalent system

guidelines and their implementation, allocation of 
resources

surveillance networks, alert and reporting systems, 
microbiological testing capacity

Implementation of Council Recommendation
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15 April 2011: a online questionnaire was sent to the 
Member States on the implementation of the Council 
Recommendation, including questions on the progress of 
having in place (cont’d):

education and training of healthcare professionals, 
information to patients

research on epidemiology, new technologies and 
interventions, cost-effectiveness of infection prevention and 
control

indicators for assessing the situation at national/regional
level

In addition, Member States were asked to report on the impact of the 
Council Recommendation in terms of triggering initiatives at 
national/regional level

Implementation of Council Recommendation (2)
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Implementation of Council Recommendation (4)
Sneak preview of ongoing analysis of responses:
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National strategy for prevention and control of HAI

Linked to AMR strategy and/or patient safety strategy in majority of MS
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Implementation of Council Recommendation (5)
Sneak preview of ongoing analysis of responses (cont’d):
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Implementation of Council Recommendation (6)
Sneak preview of ongoing analysis of responses (cont’d):
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Implementation of Council Recommendation (7)
Sneak preview of ongoing analysis of responses (cont’d):
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Conclusions and next steps
April 2011: online questionnaire on the Member States’
progress in implenting the Council Recommendation.

Almost all Member States and some regions reported
what they did so far to implement the various
recommendations.

The responses to the online questionnaire are being
analysed.

June 2012: European Commission will publish a report 
on its findings regarding the implementation of the 
Council Recommendation by the Member States and 
identify areas for further action
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Thank you for your attention!

Commission Public Health website on antimicrobial resistance:
http://ec.europa.eu/health/antimicrobial_resistance/policy/index_en.htm

Commission Public Health website on healthcare associated infections:
http://ec.europa.eu/health/patient_safety/healthcare_associated_infections/index_en.htm


