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AHKEX 2

DECSION INSTRURENT FOR THE ASSESSMENT AND NOTIFICATHIN OF EVENTS THAT
BAY COPETITUTE A PUBLES HEALTH EMERGEMEY OF BITEHNATEINAL CONCERN
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DOES THE EVENT MEET AT LEAST TWO OF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA®Y

Is the public health impact of the event sericus?

1 g ihe public health impact of the event serous”?

1. B the number of cases andor number of deaths for this typa of event largs for tha

given place, time or population?

2. Hss the evert the polentialio have & high public heallh impact?

THE FOLLOWING ARE EXAMPLES OF CIRCUMSTAMCES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO HIGH PUBLIC HEALTH

BIPACT:

¥ Ewant causad by a pathogan with high potantial 1o caues apdamice [infactiousnaes af
tha aganl, tigh casa faiiity, multials transm issian rautas or haatthy camar):

¥ Indication of traalmant failura (naw or amanging anliowolc rasistanca, vacona failura,
antidais rasistancs or failura).

¥ Ewant rgoragants 3 gignificant punlic haalth rigk avan i na or vary faw human casas
hawva yat baan danttiad.

¥ Casas raporiad amang haatth staff.

¥ Tha population at rigx is aspacially vuinarabla {rafugess, low laval of immunization,
childran, aldarly, law immunity, mainaunshad, ate. .

¥ Coancomitant fctors that may hindar or dalay tha public haalth raspanss [natural
catastrophes, armad canflists, urtavouraiole waathar conditions, multipla fociin the Stata
Party).

¥ Ewant inan araa with high popuiation dansity.

¥ Sgraad al tone, mfachous or otharwesa hazardous matanais that may ba oactumng
naturally ar otharaisa that has contaminatad or has tha potantial b contaminals a
oopulatian and/ar 3 largs gaograghical araa.

3. & gxtemal assisignce nesded o odeled!, mveshgale respond and comrod the curmrent
avent, orprevent new cases”

THE FOLLOWING ARE EMAMPLES DF WHEN ASSISTANCE MAY BE REDURED:
¥ Inadaquata human, inansal, ma\rnal ar Behmeal rasouncas — i garculan

— Insufficient labargtory ar apdamiolgicsl capacty ta invastigata tha awvant
Equmomant, pargannal, financial raeaurcas)

— Ingutficiant antidotas, drugs andiar waccing and/ar crotecing  agquiomant,
dacanlamination aquomant, ar suppartva squiomant fo cavar astimatad naads

— Existing survailianca syetam i& inadaguats to datad naw casas in a timaly mannar,

ISTHE PUBLIC HEALTH IMP ACT OF THE EVENT SERIOUS?
Answer "yes" if you have answeared "yes" to guestions 1, 2 or 3abave.




Il. ls the avent unusual or unaxpactad?
4. B the event uruisual?
THE FOLLOWING ARE EXAMPLES OF UNUSUALEVENTS:
¥ Thaavant is causad by an unknawn agant ar tha saunca, wvahicla, routa of fransmissian
& unusual ar unknawn.

¥ BEvalution ot catas mara gavara than axpaciad (including maroddy or casa-tatalty) ar
with unusual symptoms.

¥ Oecurranca of tha avant tealf unusualtor tha araa, saason or population.

5. 5 the evanl unexpected from a pubiic health perspective 7

THE FOLLOWING ARE EXAMPLES OF UNEXPECTED EVENTS!

¥  Bvart causad by a disaasa’sgant thal had airsady og@n aliminatad oraradicstad tom
tha Stata Party arnat praviously raportad.

ISTHE EVENT UNUSUAL OR UNEXPECTED?
Answer "yes" if you have answerad "yes" to questions 4 or § above.

Is the event unusual or unexpected ?

ll. Is there a significant risk of international spread?

&. |5 thera avidence of an epidemiclagical link to similar events in othar Statas?

7. & there any faclor that shouwd alen us lo the potential for crogs border mowvament of the
a_c,'Er.{. vahicle or host?
THE FOLLOWMG ARE EXAMPLES OF CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAY PREDISPOSE TO INTERNATIONAL
SPREAD:
¥ Whara thara is avidance of local spraad, an indax 2288 [ar athar linkad casss) with a
histary within tha pravious manth of:
- imamational traval [ar tima aquivalant to the incubatian panod i the pathogen e
knawn}
— particioatan in an intarnational gatharing (pigrimaga, sparts avan!, canfaranca,
aic.)
— clasa contact with an intarnational travallar ar a highly mabila population.
¥ Evanitcaussad oy an anviranmantal cantaminatan that has tha goantial 1o sgraad
acraes ntamational nardars.

¥ Ewvant inan ama ol infanga inlamatianal trallie with limitad cspacty for sanitary santmal
ar anviranmeantat dataction ardacamtaminabon.

& THERE & SIGNIFICANT RISK OF INTERMATIONAL SPREAD?
ANSWER "YES" IF YOU HAVE ANSWERED "YES" TO QUESTIONS & OR 7 ABOVE.

Is there a significant risk of international spread?

V. Is there a significant risk of international travel or trade restrictions?

8. Hawe similarevenis in the pas! resuiled In iemalonal resinction on lrade and/or
fravel!?

H. K ihe source suspected or Known lo be & food produd, waler or any olher goods thal
might be contaminaled thal has been experied/imporied lodrom other Slates?

0. Hag the everd occumed in associalion with an wmilérmalional galhedng or in an aréa of
mense imemational touriam?

11, Has the event caused requesis for more informalion by foreign officials or inlemalional
media ¥
18 THERE Ammwmmmm mmﬂmﬂmmﬂ?
ANSWER "YES" IF YOU HAVE ANSWERED "YES" TO QUESTIONS B, 8, 10 OB 11 ABOVE.

Risk of international travel
mdfor trade msirictions 7
=

States Parties that answer “ves"” to the question whether the event meets any two of the four
criteria {I-IV) abowve, shall notify WHO under Article & of the International Health Regulations.



Case one: E. coli 0157:H7 in Spinach (This case study occurred in 2006 and
is summarized in an INFOSAN Note19).

In September 2006, the United States of America experienced an E. coli 0157:H7 outbreak involving
fresh, bagged spinach with reported 205 cases of illness including 104 hospitalizations, 31 cases of
kidney failure and 3 deaths.

Under the IHR(2005) Decision Instrument (see appendix one), the presence of at least two of the four
criteria means that the event needs to be to notified:

1. Is the public health impact of the event serious?

* Yes. The event is caused by a pathogen which causes serious disease and death.

2. Is the event unusual or unexpected?

e No. Event is caused by a known agent from a likely common source outbreak.

¢ Evolution of cases is not more serious than expected.

¢ Presence of Enterohaemorrhagic E. coli in produce is a known problem.

3. Is there a significant risk of international spread?

* Yes. The national authority responsible for food safety confirmed that export of the affected
product occurred.

¢ National authority responsible for food safety confirmed that many people cross the border daily
from two neighbouring countries and may have been exposed to the contaminated food.

4. Is there significant risk of international travel or trade restrictions?

¢ Yes. Similar events have resulted in National Authorities in importing countries putting in place
international trade restrictions.

Three of the four criteria have been meet. Therefore based on the above information, this event
would have required notification under the IHR(2005).



