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Annex 1. Country profiles 

Austria 
Population (January 2013): 8 451 860 

Human development index (2013): 0.881 

HAV vaccine recommendations:  
 

HAV vaccination is recommended for children over 2 years of age and adults, 
particularly if the following indicators apply:  

• 1. children entering institutions 
• 2. adults at occupational increased risk of exposure 
• 3. persons with chronic liver disease 
• 4. contacts of HAV patients or HAV shedders 
• 5. tourists, occupational travellers, diplomatic service and development 

assistance in endemic areas.  
HAV vaccination is not publicly funded. 

Seroprevalence studies by quality 
score: 
 
 
Seroprevalence studies timeframe: 

score 0:1 study  
score 1:1 study 
score 2: 0 studies 
 
1978–1991 

A study in 1978 estimated HAV seroprevalence in those under 30 years of age to be over 50%, while one in 1991 
estimated that HAV seroprevalence in this age group was 7%. Therefore, it is likely that Austria transitioned from a 
low to a very low HAV endemicity during the 1980s (Austria_Figure 1).   

Austria_Table 1. Hepatitis A endemicity level by time period 

 Very low endemicity Low endemicity Intermediate endemicity 

1975–1989    

1990–1999    

2000–2013    

Reported incidence oscilated between 2 and 6/100 000 from 1989 to 2000 (Austria_Figure 2). The reported 
incidence based on TESSy data has been under 2/100 000 every year since 2006, although with a slightly 
increasing trend. This is consistent with a very low endemicity picture. 

The susceptibility among adults was high during the 1990s (>70% at 30 years and around 30% at 50 years). 
Based on these data and the reported incidence below 2/100 000 during the last decade, the susceptibility among 
adults is nowadays likely to be high. 
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Austria_Figure 1 (panel a). Summary of seroprevalence in Austria, by age and time period.  

Panel a.1: 1975–1989 

 

Panel a.2: 1990–1999 

  

Panel a.3: 2000–2013 

No data available 
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Austria_Figure 1 (panel b). Summary of seroprevalence in Austria, by age and time period (1975-

2013).  

 

Austria_Figure 2. Reported incidence of hepatitis A, Austria, 1989–2013 
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Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control. Hepatitis A virus in the EU/EEA, 1975-2014. Stockholm: ECDC; 2016. 
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