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Background 
The 9th Forum of the Overseas Countries and Territories (OCT) of the European Union (EU) was held in Nouméa, 
New Caledonia, from 1 to 4 March 2011. The objective of the meeting was to initiate discussions for the renewal of 
the framework agreement between OCTs and the EU, to take place in 2013.  

On the basis of the work carried out by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) with OCT, 
the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Development and Cooperation (DG DEVCO) invited ECDC to 
chair a session on public health issues for OCT. The objective was to provide OCT with a background on public 
health issues affecting them, in the light of the review of the epidemiological profile of the OCT carried out through 
a tender in 2008 by ECDC*

The session, planned to last two hours, was attended by most delegations and extended beyond the expected 
time. Three presentations were delivered by ECDC; first an institutional presentation, then three scenarios 
highlighting ECDC’s role in emerging threats (Chikungunya fever in Italy, cholera epidemic in Haiti and the H1N1 
pandemic).  

. 

The session triggered significant interest from the audience and many questions were asked by the delegations. 

In summary, the discussion covered the following areas: 

• Are OCT experts eligible for activities carried out by ECDC?  
According to the working document, it was responded that OCT experts are eligible as European citizens, 
but appropriate funding should be identified for participation in activities that would require specific costs. 

• OCT representatives expressed their concerns that no duplication of reporting should result from ECDC’s 
activities, which was confirmed by ECDC. No reporting in any form is mentioned in the working document. 

• Questions were asked about collaborations between ECDC and regional networks and the World Health 
Organization (WHO). Reassurance was provided by ECDC, in particular citing as examples ECDC’s mission in 
Haiti, carried out in full collaboration with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), and the 
participation of the Pacific Public Health Surveillance Network, from the South Pacific community, in ECDC 
technical meetings on epidemic intelligence. 
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The following were presented as potential activities: 

• invite experts from OCT to technical meetings; 
• involve OCT in European Commission’s preparedness projects (e.g. Cruise ship sanitation project, virtual 

stockpile); 
• support OCT preparedness plans for emerging threats; 
• joint threat assessments;  
• dispatch experts to support investigations; 
• dispatch field teams; 
• help to develop surge capacity. 

Some OCT (French Polynesia, British Virgin Islands and Anguilla) underlined the fact that they were already 
involved in regional surveillance networks and sought information on the possible links between ECDC and these 
already existing schemes. Anguilla particularly drew attention to the possible increase of administrative burden if 
the OCT, having limited administrative capacities, had to deliver additional reports to ECDC. The ECDC 
representative explained that the Centre works closely with regional organisations and existing networks and 
insisted on the fact that the aim was not to create an additional structure, but to complement existing 
mechanisms. 

Conclusion  
In conclusion, the participation of ECDC in the EU–OCT Forum was well received and generated interest. The OCT 
were in favour of an increased collaboration with ECDC, provided that this would be done in perfect coherence with 
already existing mechanisms and that it would not increase their administrative burden. It is hoped that public 
health issues will be incorporated in the areas covered in the framework agreement, opening the way to OCT 
dedicated collaborative activities with the EU and potential funding. 

Recommendation 
To follow up with the Commission after the signing of the framework agreement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
* ECDC commissioned a needs assessment study in 2008, which was conducted by HPA in collaboration with INVS, RIVM, and the 
Greenland Medical Office of Health. This report fed the discussions at the OCT Forum. Copies can be obtained upon request to 
publications@ecdc.europa.eu. 
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Background

The 9th Forum of the Overseas Countries and Territories (OCT) of the European Union (EU) was held in Nouméa, New Caledonia, from 1 to 4 March 2011. The objective of the meeting was to initiate discussions for the renewal of the framework agreement between OCTs and the EU, to take place in 2013. 

On the basis of the work carried out by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) with OCT, the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Development and Cooperation (DG DEVCO) invited ECDC to chair a session on public health issues for OCT. The objective was to provide OCT with a background on public health issues affecting them, in the light of the review of the epidemiological profile of the OCT carried out through a tender in 2008 by ECDC[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  ECDC commissioned a needs assessment study in 2008, which was conducted by HPA in collaboration with INVS, RIVM, and the Greenland Medical Office of Health. This report fed the discussions at the OCT Forum. Copies can be obtained upon request to publications@ecdc.europa.eu.] 


The session, planned to last two hours, was attended by most delegations and extended beyond the expected time. Three presentations were delivered by ECDC; first an institutional presentation, then three scenarios highlighting ECDC’s role in emerging threats (Chikungunya fever in Italy, cholera epidemic in Haiti and the H1N1 pandemic). 

The session triggered significant interest from the audience and many questions were asked by the delegations.

In summary, the discussion covered the following areas:

Are OCT experts eligible for activities carried out by ECDC? 
According to the working document, it was responded that OCT experts are eligible as European citizens, but appropriate funding should be identified for participation in activities that would require specific costs.

OCT representatives expressed their concerns that no duplication of reporting should result from ECDC’s activities, which was confirmed by ECDC. No reporting in any form is mentioned in the working document.

Questions were asked about collaborations between ECDC and regional networks and the World Health Organization (WHO). Reassurance was provided by ECDC, in particular citing as examples ECDC’s mission in Haiti, carried out in full collaboration with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), and the participation of the Pacific Public Health Surveillance Network, from the South Pacific community, in ECDC technical meetings on epidemic intelligence.




The following were presented as potential activities:

invite experts from OCT to technical meetings;

involve OCT in European Commission’s preparedness projects (e.g. Cruise ship sanitation project, virtual stockpile);

support OCT preparedness plans for emerging threats;

joint threat assessments; 

dispatch experts to support investigations;

dispatch field teams;

help to develop surge capacity.

Some OCT (French Polynesia, British Virgin Islands and Anguilla) underlined the fact that they were already involved in regional surveillance networks and sought information on the possible links between ECDC and these already existing schemes. Anguilla particularly drew attention to the possible increase of administrative burden if the OCT, having limited administrative capacities, had to deliver additional reports to ECDC. The ECDC representative explained that the Centre works closely with regional organisations and existing networks and insisted on the fact that the aim was not to create an additional structure, but to complement existing mechanisms.

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the participation of ECDC in the EU–OCT Forum was well received and generated interest. The OCT were in favour of an increased collaboration with ECDC, provided that this would be done in perfect coherence with already existing mechanisms and that it would not increase their administrative burden. It is hoped that public health issues will be incorporated in the areas covered in the framework agreement, opening the way to OCT dedicated collaborative activities with the EU and potential funding.

Recommendation

To follow up with the Commission after the signing of the framework agreement.



































[image: header_line]

The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC).

Stockholm, March 2012

© European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, 2012. Reproduction is authorised, provided the source is acknowledged.









2









3





image1.jpeg







image2.png








<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


