Table 2  List of issues influencing the prioritization 
of a coordinated international investigation

	Should investigation be prioritized



	The severity and scope 

	Is there a large numbers of unexplained cases (above expected values) or rapidly increasing case count?

	Are there severe illnesses or deaths observed among identified cases?


	Is any vulnerable population group at higher risk? (e.g. children)


	Unexpectedness

	Is the suspected/involved pathogen unusual (new or re-emerging) or is it particularly pathogenic?

	Does the event show any feature unusual for the disease?


	Is the event known or suspected to be the result of an intentional or accidental release of biological agent? 


	


� Consideration should be given to refugees, drug users, low level of immunization, children under 5 years old, elderly, pregnant women, undernourished, etc)


� To assess whether the event is unusual, the following questions should be asked: 


Is the clinical evolution of cases more severe than usual? Have cases presented with unusual symptoms? Higher case fatality rate? 


Is there any indication of treatment failure? Antibiotic resistance? New strains?


� The evaluation may require consideration of several pieces of information, including other issues in this list, as well as the peculiarity of the circumstances of the contamination in conjunction with  e.g.:


a disease/agent that may result in a major health impact, 


an unidentifiable agent or 


an agent with markedly changed characteristics





