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Table 1 Checklist of considerations for the need of a coordinated international investigation

	All four sections should have at least one “yes” in the sub-questions

	YES or PROB​ABLY
	NO or

NOT KNOWN

	1. Is the information available indicating a food- or water related incident?
	
	

	a. Is the illness/pathogen normally associated with a food/water source?
	
	

	b. Is there a contamination event identified in a food/water source? 

	
	

	2. Potential for international links?
	
	

	c. Are there cases of the same FWD illness identified in several EU or EEA/EFTA countries? 
	
	

	d. Is the source known or suspected to be a food product that has been imported from or exported to other EU or EEA/EFTA countries (or third countries)? 
	
	

	e. Have similar events in the past resulted in Community spread of the disease?

	
	

	3. Source and containment
	
	

	f. Is the source unknown?
	
	

	g. Are cases still occurring? 
	
	

	4.  Coordinated approach needed?
	
	

	h. Has the event attracted or is likely to attract a high degree of international media or political attention?
	
	

	i. Are there several international agencies involved?
	
	

	j. Does it require or will benefit from the use of the network to enhance mitigation of the outbreak through collaboration, sharing of information and planning and coordinating actions and communications?
	
	


� Checklist criteria for coordinated investigation are based on “Guiding principles for response to public health threats related to communicable diseases at EU level” and criteria for  EWRS and IHR reporting





� Note on Identification of a Food-borne Hazard that Could Cause Human Illness 


Food safety investigations may be triggered by the following situations: 


Consumer complaints concerning a food, which may involve reports of illness; 


Food processing deviations identified during inspection activities; 


Laboratory reports indicating the presence of a hazardous contaminant (biological  or chemical) in a distributed food; 


Notification from industry (manufacturer, processor, distributor, importer, common carrier, etc.) of a potential food safety problem;


Information about a food safety problem from other external sources (e.g., foreign health officials, industry or public health associations, academia, etc.). 


(An identified food-borne hazard in the absence of human illness would not automatically trigger a coordinated investigation. When a contaminated food has been identified which could pose a risk to the public, the food safety authorities (i.e. RASFF) will launch a food safety investigation. If measures are taken, but cases are still occurring, a coordinated investigation is needed)





� Consideration should be given to the peculiarities of the events compared, such as the source, vector or vehicle of the infectious agent and the geographical location of the event





