
These considerations are consolidated from ECDC’s Operational public health considerations for the prevention and 
control of infectious diseases in the context of Russia’s aggression towards Ukraine and WHO/EURO’s  Guidance for host 
countries in the context of mass population movement from Ukraine 

Facilitating access and provision of 
immunisation services for people fleeing Ukraine

Public health considerations on most urgent actions for ensuring continuity of COVID-19 and routine vaccinations,  addressing 
immunisation gaps, enhancing vaccine preventable disease surveillance and outbreak prevention. 

• Ensure that people from Ukraine fleeing from Russia’s aggression are included in any mass 
vaccination or routine immunisation activities carried out in the host country against polio, 
measles, rubella, COVID-19 and other vaccine-preventable diseases.  

• Facilitate access to vaccination services, both for individuals in reception centres as well as for 
those living within local communities, either at health facilities, mobile units or community-based 
services.

• Prepare culturally and linguistically tailored and targeted information materials in Ukrainian, 
using community engagement strategies to improve trust, counter misinformation and strengthen 
uptake. 

• Ensure that people have access to any available dedicated (online) system of registration for 
vaccinations, including necessary information and support to navigate such services. 

• Vaccination status for displaced people should be assessed using available documentation (on 
paper and/or electronically). 

• Administered doses shall be recorded and documentation shall be made available to vaccinated 
individuals for further reference (on paper and/or electronically).

• Offer COVID-19 primary vaccination series and a booster dose according to the schedule and 
eligibility criteria defined in COVID-19 vaccination policies in host countries. Elderly, pregnant 
women, immunocompromised and individuals with underlying conditions at higher risk of severe 
disease should be prioritised.

• Screen for documentation on COVID-19 vaccination status  whenever available:
               o eligible individuals without any previous COVID-19 vaccinations or without documented       

vaccinations should be offered a primary vaccination series and a booster dose. 
               o eligible individuals with a documented incomplete primary COVID-19 vaccination should 

complete their primary series followed by a booster dose. 
               o eligible individuals with a documented complete primary COVID-19 vaccination should 

receive a booster dose. 
• Ensure frontline workers (healthcare workers, volunteers, etc.) received a primary series of 

COVID-19 vaccination and a booster dose. Vaccinations against polio, measles and rubella should 
be prioritised for infants and children , especially under six years, who missed any routine 
vaccination or if no documentation of previous vaccination is available, in accordance with the 
national immunisation schedules of the host country. 

Access and provision of immunisation services

COVID-19 and routine vaccinations

• Enhance surveillance for vaccine preventable diseases, especially measles, rubella and 
poliovirus nationwide: 

               o conduct active searches for unreported acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) cases and a retroactive 
case search in local health facilities, as well as expanding contact sampling for all AFP cases; 

               o review and enhance, if necessary,  supplementary polio surveillance, particularly 
environmental surveillance; 

               o enhance syndromic surveillance for vaccine preventable diseases (e.g. fever-rash 
surveillance) and case investigation, especially in reception centres; 

               o increase awareness among health professionals providing care for people fleeing Ukraine 
to ensure that vaccine-preventable diseases are appropriately detected.

• Review and update national measles and polio outbreak preparedness plans. 
• Review immunisation coverage at the subnational levels and among high-risk groups and take 

measures to improve coverage where necessary.

Enhanced surveillance and outbreak prevention

Dawn il-kunsiderazzjonĳiet ikunu kkonsolidati mill-kunsiderazzjonĳiet operazzjonali tas-saħħa pubblikka tal-ECDC għall-prevenzjoni u 
l-kontroll tal-mard infettiv fil-kuntest tal-aggressjoni tar-Russja fil-konfront tal-Ukrajna u l-Gwida tal-Uffiċċju Reġjonali tad-WHO għall-Ewropa 
għall-pajjiżi ospitanti fil-kuntest tal-moviment tal-popolazzjoni tal-massa mill-Ukrajna.
Dawn id-dokumenti ta’ gwida se jiġu rieżaminati, u riveduti kif meħtieġ, hekk kif tiżviluppa s-sitwazzjoni fl-Ewropa. Kwalunkwe bidla se tiġi 
kkomunikata lill-awtoritajiet tas-saħħa mill-ECDC u mid-WHO. 

Kunsiderazzjonĳiet għall-forniment ta’ servizzi ta’ 
immunizzazzjoni lil persuni li qed jaħarbu mill-Ukrajna u 

l-prevenżjoni ta’ tifqigħat ta’ mard li jista’jiġi evitat bit-tilqim
Kunsiderazzjonĳiet għall-pajjiżi ospitanti fl-iżgurar tal-kontinwità tat-tilqim kontra l-COVID-19 u t-tilqim ta’ rutina kemm għall-persuni li jaslu mill-Ukrajna kif ukoll 

għall-popolazzjonĳiet residenti, fl-indirizzar tan-nuqqasĳiet fl-immunizzazzjoni, fit-tisħiħ tas-sorveljanza tal-mard li jista’ jiġi evitat bit-tilqim u fil-prevenżjoni 
tat-tifqigħat

• Jiġi żgurat li l-persuni li jaħarbu mill-Ukrajna jiġu inklużi fi kwalunkwe tilqima tal-massa jew f’attivitajiet 
ta’ immunizzazzjoni ta’ rutina mwettqa fil-pajjiż ospitanti kontra l-poljomjelite, il-ħosba, ir-rubella, 
il-COVID-19 u mard ieħor li jista’ jiġi evitat bit-tilqim.  

• Jiġi ffaċilitat l-aċċess għas-servizzi ta’ tilqim, kemm għall-individwi f’ċentri ta’ akkoljenza kif ukoll għal 
dawk li jgħixu fi ħdan il-komunitajiet lokali, jew f’faċilitajiet tas-saħħa, f’unitajiet mobbli jew f’servizzi 
bbażati fil-komunità.

• Jitħejjew materjali ta’ informazzjoni mfassala b’mod kulturali u lingwistiku u mmirati f’lingwi xierqa biex 
jinformaw dwar is-servizzi tas-saħħa kollha disponibbli, inkluża l-immunizzazzjoni, u kif għandu jkun 
hemm aċċess għal dawk is-servizzi. 

• Jintużaw strateġĳi għall-involviment tal-komunità biex tittejjeb il-fiduċja, tiġi miġġielda l-informazzjoni 
ħażina u jissaħħaħ l-użu tas-servizzi disponibbli. 

• Jiġi żgurat li l-persuni jkollhom aċċess għal kwalunkwe sistema (online) ddedikata disponibbli ta’ 
reġistrazzjoni għat-tilqim, inkluża l-informazzjoni meħtieġa (fil-lingwi rilevanti) u l-appoġġ biex 
jinnavigaw tali servizzi. 

• Jiġi vvalutat l-istatus tat-tilqim bl-użu tad-dokumentazzjoni disponibbli (fuq karta u/jew 
elettronikament). 

• Jiġu rreġistrati d-dożi amministrati u d-dokumentazzjoni ssir disponibbli għall-individwi mlaqqmin għal 
referenza ulterjuri (fuq karta u/jew elettronikament).

• Jiġu offruti serje ta’ tilqim primarju kontra l-COVID-19 u doża booster skont l-iskeda u l-kriterji ta’ 
eliġibbiltà ddefiniti fil-politiki ta’ tilqim kontra l-COVID-19 fil-pajjiżi ospitanti. Jiġu prĳoritizzati 
l-anzjani, in-nisa tqal, l-individwi immunokompromessi u dawk b’kundizzjonĳiet sottostanti f’riskju 
ogħla ta’ mard serju.

• Jiġu skrinjati għal dokumentazzjoni dwar l-istatus tat-tilqim kontra l-COVID-19 kull meta jkun 
disponibbli:

-  individwi eliġibbli mingħajr tilqim preċedenti kontra l-COVID-19 jew mingħajr tilqim dokumentat 
għandhom jiġu offruti serje ta’ tilqim primarju u doża booster; 

-  individwi eliġibbli b’tilqim primarju mhux komplut dokumentat kontra l-COVID-19 għandhom ilestu 
s-serje primarja tagħhom segwita minn doża booster; 

-  individwi eliġibbli b’tilqim primarju komplut dokumentat kontra l-COVID-19 għandhom jirċievu doża 
booster. 

• Jiġi żgurat li l-ħaddiema tal-ewwel linja (il-ħaddiema fil-kura tas-saħħa, il-voluntiera, eċċ.) jirċievu serje 
primarja ta’ tilqim kontra l-COVID-19 u doża booster, jekk ma jkunux diġà tlaqqmu kompletament. 

Il-forniment ta’ servizzi ta’ immunizzazzjoni

It-tilqim kontra l-COVID-19

It-tilqim kontra l-poljomjelite, il-ħosba u r-rubella għandu jkun prĳoritizzat għat-trabi u t-tfal, 
speċjalment dawk taħt is-sitt snin, li jkunu tilfu kwalunkwe tilqima ta’ rutina jew jekk ma tkun 
disponibbli l-ebda dokumentazzjoni ta’ tilqim preċedenti, f’konformità mal-iskedi nazzjonali ta’ 
immunizzazzjoni tal-pajjiż ospitanti.

Tilqim ta’ rutina

• Tittejjeb is-sorveljanza fil-pajjiż kollu għall-mard li jista’ jiġi evitat bit-tilqim, speċjalment il-ħosba, 
ir-rubella u l-poljovirus: 

-  jiwettqu tfittxĳiet attivi għal każĳiet ta’ paraliżi flaċida akuta (AFP) mhux irrapportati; 
-  jiġu rieżaminati u mtejba s-sorveljanza supplimentari tal-poljomjelite, b’mod partikolari s-sorveljanza 

ambjentali, jekk ikun meħtieġ;  
-  jissaħħu s-sorveljanza sindromika għall-mard li jista’ jiġi evitat bit-tilqim (eż. is-sorveljanza 

tad-deni-raxx) u l-investigazzjoni tal-każĳiet, speċjalment fiċ-ċentri ta’ akkoljenza; 
-  tiżdied s-sensibilizzazzjoni fost il-professjonisti tas-saħħa li jipprovdu kura lil persuni li jaħarbu 

mill-Ukrajna biex jiġi żgurat li l-mard li jista’ jiġi evitat bit-tilqim ikun identifikat kif xieraq.
• Jiġu rieżaminati u aġġornati l-pjanĳiet nazzjonali ta’ tħejjĳa għat-tifqigħat tal-ħosba u tal-poljomjelite. 
• Jiġu rieżaminati l-kopertura tal-immunizzazzjoni fil-livelli subnazzjonali u fost il-gruppi b’riskju għoli u 

jittieħdu miżuri għat-titjib tal-kopertura fejn meħtieġ.

Sorveljanza mtejba u prevenzjoni tat-tifqigħat
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