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1. Purpose
As a publically funded agency of the EU, ECDC has an obligation to ensure that published work
generated by the Centre is disseminated and is easily accessible to all EU citizens. The Centre
should also adhere to principles of transparency and equitability of access to its work and ensure
that its outputs are available to all in a timely fashion.
One mechanism to disseminate ECDC work is through peer review publication in scientific
journals. Publication in peer review journals can ensure that relevant stakeholders are made
aware of the technical outputs from the Centre, and enhances the scientific reputation of the
Centre.
Increasing numbers of peer review journals are adopting options for ‘open access’ (OA)
publication. This ensures work can be available without cost to the reader, and where applicable
publications costs (commonly referred to as Article Processing Charges (APCs)), are met upfront
by the author(s). As such OA offers a transparent model that ensures peer review articles can
be immediately accessible to all interested readers.
This document sets out a clear open access policy for the Centre. The policy states that as a
principle all publications, including articles published in peer review journals, arising from work
produced or contracted by the Centre should be published as open access, with no embargo
period before access is granted; so called ‘gold standard’ open access.
The policy will ensure that all publications, including peer review articles produced by ECDC are
readily available to all. The policy will also support adherence to ECDC’s Founding Regulation
by ensuring that ECDC shall “serve as a Community source of independent scientific advice,
assistance and expertise” and “that the public and any interested parties are rapidly given
objective, reliable and easily accessible information with regard to the results of its work”.
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2. Scope
This policy applies to all ECDC outputs as defined in the ECDC Internal Policy on Authorship
ECDC/IP/104.
The policy applies to all ECDC staff, non-permanent personnel working at ECDC (e.g. trainees,
interims and seconded national experts), as well as external experts and contractors engaged
by ECDC for the development and publication of an ECDC output with scientific content.
ECDC staff contributing – during their official duties for the Centre – to outputs with scientific
content developed under the responsibility of another organisation or institution fall within the
scope of this policy. For ECDC staff contributions outside of their official duties for the Centre,
see Implementing rule no. 17 on outside activities and the Internal Policy on Authorship
ECDC/IP/104.

3. Background and legal basis
This procedure also makes reference to the following documents and internal procedures:









The European Parliament and the Council Regulation (EC) No 851/2004 of 21 April 2004
establishing the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, and in particular
Article 6, 7, 11 & 12 (1), 20, 21;
Staff Regulations of Officials of the European Union and the Conditions of Employment
of Other Servants of the European Union (CEOS), laid down by Council Regulation (EEC,
Euratom, ECSC) No 259/68 (hereinafter ‘the Staff Regulations’), and in particular Title
II: Rights and obligations of officials (esp. Articles 11, 11a, 17, 17a);
ECDC Independence Policy;
ECDC Internal Policy on Authorship ECDC/IP/104;
ECDC Implementing Rule no. 17 on outside activities;
ECDC Internal Procedure on public consultations (ECDC/IP/103).

4. Description
4.1 Guiding Principles on Open access publication of ECDC scientific
content
4.1.1. All ECDC output with scientific content produced by, or on behalf of, the Centre shall
adhere to the principles of open access. This requires that all scientific content
intended to be placed in the public domain should be:
a) made available immediately to all on publication, and
b) available without cost to the reader.

4.2 Open-access publication in peer review journals
4.2.1

In order to comply with the guiding principles on open access publication, all articles
published in peer review journals from work generated, funded, or otherwise
supported by ECDC should:
a) be published as open access, and
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b) have no embargo period applied that prevents immediate public access to the
published work (i.e. work should be published as so called ‘gold-standard’ open
access)
4.2.2

By exception, ECDC staff members can be listed as authors in publications arising from
collaborative work led by other partner organisations/third parties whose open access
policy or practise that does not conform to the ECDC open access policy. However,
this exception does not apply to publications where ECDC staff are listed as first or last
author.

4.3 Open-access publication: Costs and liability
4.3.1

Article Process Costs (APCS) or other similar costs applied by the publisher to provide
for open access publication will be met by the Centre for publications arising from
work initiated, led or funded by ECDC.

4.3.2

The procedures for ECDC staff to procure open access will be set out in separate
internal procedures.

4.4 Open access publication: requirements for contractors and
other third parties
4.4.1

All third parties producing articles for peer review journals arising from contracted
ECDC work, or other work arising from other scientific engagement that is supported
by the Centre, shall be required to conform to this policy.

4.4.2

By exception to Paragraph 4.3.1, third parties are responsible to meet all costs
associated with compliance to this policy, including the APCs or other similar costs
applied by the publisher, and any associated costs related to open access publication.
These requirements should be clearly specified in all contractual arrangements made
between ECDC and contracting parties.

4.4.3

Where publications arise from collaborative work between ECDC and other
organisations, the costs and liability of publication will rest with these organisations,
unless alternative approaches have been mutual agreed between the collaborating
organisation (s) and ECDC.

4.5.
4.5.1

Publication of this policy

As this policy is of general public interest, and in the interest of transparency, it shall
be published on the ECDC website following its adoption.
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